Introduction

Allesley Hall Primary School is a caring, friendly, one form entry school. The school is organised into one class per year thus enabling us to create a family atmosphere and giving us the capacity to meet the needs of every child. 

Our school provides:

· A well resourced, safe and secure learning environment

· A large playing field and school grounds to enhance the quality of education offered and develop environmental awareness
· A creative and inclusive curriculum designed to meet the needs of every child

· ICT facilities which enhance the curriculum

· Caring, dedicated and committed teaching and support staff

· A range of lunch time and after school clubs

We hope our prospectus will give you a flavour of life at Allesley Hall and is the beginning of the very important relationship between home and school.
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At Allesley Hall every child matters. 
We aim to:

· Provide a secure, happy and stimulating learning environment in which effort and excellence are praised.

· Support our pupils to achieve their full potential enabling them to become active members of society.

· Encourage the values of tolerance, honesty and respect.

Every Child Matters

We fully endorse the Government’s agenda and believe that every child has the right to:

· Be healthy

· Stay safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Enjoy economic well being

This is our core purpose and, working closely with you as parents, we can achieve these aims.
Teaching Organisation

The children are organised into single age classes of mixed ability pupils, although there may be occasions when classes are re-grouped for specific teaching purposes. It is also possible that teachers may teach their specialist subjects or interests for other classes.

As you will see from our list of staff, we also have a large number of teaching assistants who assist teachers in their delivery of the curriculum and provide additional support for children.

Within a class, children will be grouped in a variety of ways depending upon the learning activity e.g. by friendship, ability or interest. The needs of individual children are carefully considered by class teachers and matched with an appropriate activity. 

The school is organised into three stages:

Foundation Stage - 
Reception class 
(4 & 5 year olds)
Key Stage 1-

Years 1 and 2
(5 – 7 year olds)
Key Stage 2-

Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
(7 – 11 year olds).

There will also be opportunities for children to work across these stages with children from different year groups.
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Teaching Time
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Curriculum
All children are entitled under the National Curriculum to a broad and balanced programme, which is relevant and appropriate to the ability of each individual child; and seeks to promote the development of the whole person.
The National Curriculum encourages a greater emphasis on helping children develop communication skills and the ability to work together. Consequently this brings about different activities and more varied methods of work, other than the more traditional and formal written individual exercises.
The Creative Curriculum – The Creative Learning Journey
The children are taught all of the programmes of study from the National Curriculum including the core subjects: English, Maths, Science and ICT, and the Foundation Subjects – History, Geography, Design Technology, Art, Music, P.E, Citizenship and R.E. 
These are delivered through a termly theme which supports the children in making relevant links between each subject. The focus within theses termly themes is to help the children acquire the key skills of the national curriculum and these will be organised into six areas of learning as outlined below:
Communication, Language and Literacy
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This area covers language development, encouraging the children to become both speakers and listeners. We encourage the development of reading skills through shared stories, access to fiction and non fiction books, a print rich learning environment and a structured reading programme. Children learn to handle books correctly and develop a love of literature. We encourage the development of writing for a purpose, model work of authors and poets and developing an awareness of structures through a range of texts and different media. In addition children have access to 
a range of languages focussing on language 
acquisition and will learn French 
and Spanish through an in-depth study 
during Key Stage 2.
Mathematical Development

Learning in mathematics will include learning in the following areas: learning in numbers and calculations, using them in every day situations; gaining knowledge about space, shape and patterns; developing an understanding of quantity and measure; becoming confident in using money and being able to make and interpret graphs and charts. The children will be taught to apply their knowledge to solve problems.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World
Each term the curriculum will be delivered through a theme which will support the children in developing links between Science, History, Geography, ICT and Design Technology. We ensure pupils have every opportunity to learn through our landscapes and environment. The school grounds are used to extend geographical and scientific skills. ICT is used across a number of subjects. Interactive whiteboards are used across the school to help teach the subject and the children have access to a range of high quality technologies and resources.
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Creative Development

We believe that the arts are a powerful and unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. They encourage active involvement in different forms of music making, dance, design, drama and art. They help increase pupils self esteem, self discipline, creativity and aesthetic sensitivity.

Physical Development

P.E is essentially a tool for learning, communication and discovering that the human body is capable of and promoting a positive attitude to healthy lifestyle. Pupils will acquire and develop skills then apply them to suit an activity. They will develop their ideas in a creative way and set targets for themselves and compete against others individually and as a team.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This area is a vital part of the children’s learning at school. This area of learning covers the whole child’s development and will influence how your child learns through their time at Allesley Hall and beyond. It is about learning to share, being cooperative and being tolerant to others. It also includes developing independence and self worth, making decisions and learning to behave appropriately. They have opportunities to explore their own feelings and are introduced to other cultures and religious events.
Assessment

Assessment against clear objectives takes place continually throughout the child’s school life and parents will be kept informed of their child’s development and progress by their child’s class teacher. 
The children in Year 2 and Year 6 are assessed at the end of the Key Stage using Standard Assessment Test and Tasks by the classteacher. 

The results for 2011 are attached at the end of this prospectus.

Relationship and Sex Education

We believe that Relationship and Sex Education should be an integral part of the learning process in the curriculum.

The Relationship and Sex Education programme will be delivered through:

· The Science and Health Education curriculum

· Through a structured Personal, Social and Health Education programme


· When issues arise

Resources will be reviewed and evaluated on a regular basis. Parents will have the opportunity to see the various resources to be used and comment on them. Parents can withdraw their children from all or part of the Relationship and Sex Education provided except that which is required as part of the national curriculum for Science. There will be occasions when we invite other professionals to discuss issues with the teacher and children. 
Music

The school has always been proud of its musical tradition and the children are given the opportunity to start learning to play the recorder, violin, guitar or brass instrument as they move through Key Stage 2. In addition full classes of children benefit from the teaching of a specialist Performing Arts teacher when learning instruments and developing their musical skills. 
Children who enrol in musical tuition will be loaned instruments by the school or the Performing Arts Service and are taught by peripatetic music teachers.

The cost of brass, violin, recorders and guitar lessons is £ 40 per term.
Homework
Homework allows for skills and understanding to be reinforced and consolidated. It offers children the opportunity to work independently from their teachers and to use materials and sources of information not normally available in the classroom. Homework also enables parents to become involved in their child’s work which strengthens the liaison between school and home. The quantity of homework given to children will vary as they progress through school, but reading books and reading activities will be regularly sent home throughout the children’s time at Allesley Hall Primary school.
Uniform
As a school we believe the wearing of uniform has the following advantages:

· It helps to promote a sense of belonging to the school

· It provides maximum safety and protection for work and recreation

· It reduces opportunities for children to be competitive about what they wear to school

· It is easily recognised when children are on school visits.

Uniform – Boys
Royal blue sweatshirt




White polo shirt/ shirt




Grey/ black trousers or shorts

Uniform – Girls
Royal blue sweatshirt/ cardigan




White polo shirt/ blouse




Grey/ black trousers, skirts and pinafore dresses




Blue checked dresses in summer

We ask that children wear black shoes suitable for school wear. Ties are available from the school office.

School sweatshirts and other uniform items can be purchased from ‘Mrs T’s’ on Winsford Avenue. Further details can be obtained from the school office.

The wearing of jewellery, except stud earrings, by any child is not allowed in the interest of safety. The school will not accept responsibility for any jewellery that is lost or stolen. Children who have pierced ears are requested to wear stud earrings and these must be removed or covered with micro pore tape during a PE lesson. Only for the reasons of Religious significance is the wearing of jewellery acceptable in school.

We ask that children do not have dyed, bleached or inappropriate hairstyles.
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Physical Education Kit

It is important that children have a change of clothes for PE and the following basic kit is recommended:
Navy blue/ black shorts

White T-shirt

Pumps

For outdoor games the children may also wish to wear trainers and tracksuits during cold weather.

All clothing including coats, shoes and PE clothing should be named.
The school cannot be held responsible for personal items that are lost or stolen within school.

Consultation and Involvement with Parents

We aim for parents to be closely involved in the work of the school and their child’s progress. Open evenings are held in the Autumn and Spring terms when the school provides opportunities for parents to consult with classteachers. An Open Day is held during the Summer term when the children show their parents around the school and explain the work they have been doing throughout the year. From time to time meetings are held to discuss specific areas of the curriculum and arrangements for the organisation of the school. Written information about forthcoming events and activities will be sent out as appropriate.

Parents are invited to contact the classteacher or headteacher if they are concerned about the progress or welfare of their child, or require further information. We suggest that parents contact the school office to make an appointment. 

Newsletters and notices are sent regularly to parents and carers. A guide to the terms curriculum is sent to all parents/ carers. 

The school has an active PTA, which meets regularly to organise special and fund raising events.

Pastoral Care

We encourage children to become responsible and independent and to develop self discipline. They are encouraged to care for one another and to appreciate that rules are needed for society to function successfully. The school seeks to recognise good behaviour and to encourage high standards of self discipline. The school has developed a Behaviour Policy to help all staff deal with children’s behaviour in a consistent manner. This document states the steps that will be followed if a child persists in behaving in a disruptive manner. 
If your child is absent from school please notify the office, by telephone or letter or in person, of the reason for the absence as soon as possible. 
If the school does not hear from parents when their child is absent then they will be contacted by the school office to ensure that the child’s absence is authorised. If the school does not receive an explanation for the absence then the absence is recorded as unauthorised. Unauthorised absence rates are recorded on the children’s end of year report and figures for the school have to be published in the prospectus. An Education Welfare Officer is attached to the school and will contact parents at home in cases of irregular attendance. 

Collective Worship

The School provides a daily act of collective worship for all learners which is broadly Christian in its nature. This act of worship takes many forms including classroom based assembly, whole school or key stage assembly. Parents are welcome to discuss these with the school and also have the right to withdraw their child from all or any part of our daily act of worship.
Special Educational Needs
Some children may have a special educational need or a disability during their school career. This may be of a general nature, or it may be in a specific curriculum area, or at a particular time in their schooling. Our Inclusion Leader has responsibility for coordinating support programmes. Regular meetings are held with members of the Learning and Behaviour Support Service, Autism Support Services and the Educational Psychologist who act in an advisory capacity. On occasions a small amount of additional support may be available for an individual pupil or small group of pupils.
Safeguarding Children.

In the interest of safeguarding children there may be occasions when the school has to consult other agencies without a parent’s prior knowledge. The schools first concern is the child’s welfare and the school has a duty to act to protect the child at all times. Such consultation may result in a formal referral which could prompt visits from Social Care and/or the police.
We fully understand that this can be a very distressing set of circumstances, but we can only assure you that we follow the procedures laid down by the Coventry Safeguarding Board, a copy of which is available in school as is a copy of our own Child Protection Policy. 

Equal Opportunities Policy
The school has policies to prevent discrimination or bullying on the grounds of race, religion, disability or gender and the senior staff and governors monitor closely to ensure these policies are put into practice. The well being of all pupils is paramount and we aim that no pupil is treated less favourably than any other.

Charging and Remissions Policy

No charge can be made to parents for activities which form part of the school curriculum. We ask for voluntary contributions towards the cost of school trips and activities which enhance the curriculum. No child is excluded from activities if their parents cannot pay but we obviously have to take into consideration the cost of the activities to the school. If enough income from voluntary contributions has not been generated activities may have to be cancelled as the cost cannot be covered by the school.
The school will provide all materials and equipment required for the purpose of the curriculum. However, in the case of craft and cookery a charge may be made for the materials if the children take the product home. The charge in these cases will not be more than the actual cost of the materials used, and parents will be informed of the cost in advance. 
A copy of the governor’s statement on Charging and Remissions is available from the school.

Admissions Policy

The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 required all infant (Year R, 1 & 2) class sizes to be limited to a maximum of 30 by September 2001. Admission numbers are therefore based on multiples of 15 and 30, which helps schools to organise infant classes of 30 or fewer.
The school’s admission limit for Reception is 30.

The admission arrangements for the school are controlled by the Children, Learning and Young People’s Directorate of Coventry City Council. To apply for a primary school place parents should complete the application form online as explained in the leaflet ‘Starting a New Primary School in September 2012’ at www.coventry.gov.uk/admissions. If parents need assistance with this please call into the school office for a paper version.
If there are more requests for a school than places available within the school’s admission limit, places will be allocated according to the local authority admissions policy. Full details of the admission policy are given in the Children, Learning and Young People’s Directorate annual publication ‘Primary Education in Coventry.’ This booklet is available from Primary Schools or the Children, Learning and Young People’s Directorate, Civic Centre, 1 Little Park Street, Coventry CV1 5RS, or by telephoning (024) 76831622 or 76832499.

Transfer to Secondary Education

Parents/ carers will receive a leaflet explaining the process for the transfer of children from primary to secondary education in the Autumn term when their child is in Year 6. This booklet explains the local authority admissions policy for allocation of secondary school places. 

If you have any enquiries regarding admissions to Secondary School, please contact Children, Learning and Young People’s Directorate, Admissions team, Civic Centre, 1 Little Park Street, Coventry CV1 5RS, or by telephoning (024) 76831613.

Complaints Procedure

Your child is entitled to receive a broad and balanced curriculum at school, including all the subjects of the National Curriculum and Religious Education. Schools must also make arrangements for a daily act of collective worship (assembly). 
If you feel any matters are not being properly handled as far as your child is concerned, then you may make a complaint.

It is hoped that most complaints can be solved by talking to your child’s teacher, Head teacher or Governing Body and making sure there are no misunderstandings. However, parents or guardians have a right to make a formal complaint. A copy of the complaints procedure can be obtained from the school office and the school website.
Disclaimer

Whilst all the information contained within this prospectus was correct at the time of writing, it should be noted that it relates to the academic year 2011/2012 and that it should not be assumed that there will be no change before the school year in question or in relation to subsequent years.
The time spent on teaching each day is





Reception -		23 hours	  





Years 1-6 -		24.5 hours 





This excludes the time spent on registration, break and lunch times and collective worship.








